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INSTRUMENTATION

Percussion* (3 players)

Timpani**

Celesta

Harp

Strings (min. 54331)

*1: Suspended cymbal, hi-hat, large triangle (preferably bronze), glockenspiel, sandpaper blocks

2: Clash cymbals, hi-hat, large triangle (preferably bronze), small bell with indefinite pitch (suspended

or table bell, for example), tam-tam, crotales (set of 2 octaves), vibraphone, snare drum

3: Zills, china cymbal, large triangle (preferably bronze), 4 thai gongs === = tam-tam,

glockenspiel, 2 floor toms (of different size/pitch), bass drum (wire brushes are needed)

**Wire brushes for the timpanist are needed

Don’t tell mama was commissioned by Musiikkitalon Urut Soimaan ry, to be premiered by Avanti! chamber
orchestra and conductor Aliisa Neige Barricre, in the 70th anniversary concert of composer Kaija Saariaho in

the Helsinki Music Centre on October 15, 2022. The commission was kindly funded by Teosto.
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PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS

The following microtonal notation is used (deviations marked in cents)

standard quarter-tone accidentals

| | | |
b b b d d : * i i e

-150 -131 -100 -50 -31 0 +50 +69 +100 +150
I I |

used to indicate harmonic 7ths (7. partial in the overtone

series), the pitch is ca. 1/6th tone lower

Where steps of -31 cents are used, the fundamental pitch for the interval of harmonic seventh is usually in
the bass. (exceptions include bar 4, where the fundament (B-flat) isn’t present and bars 7-8, where the

tundament (F) is in the I Vlns., above the II Vlns.)

All other necessary instructions are marked in the score and parts.

PERCUSSION LEGEND

Percussion 1: Percussion 2: Percussion 3:
31 o 3¢ "4 o 3¢
v @ v @ X — e ¥
From left to right:
- large triangle - small bell - bass drum
- sandpaper blocks - large triangle - larger/lower floor tom
- hi-hat, closed (plain x or with +) - snare drum, ord. - smaller/higher floor tom
- hi-hat, open (with the small o) - snare drum, side stick/rim click - zills
- suspended cymbal - hi-hat, closed (plain x or with +) - large triangle
- hi-hat, open (with the small o) = china cymbal

- clash cymbals



saveltdjalta

Minulle juhliin kuuluu oleellisestt tansst, olipa
tapahtumapaikkana kerrostalokaksion ahdas keittio,
festivaalikeikka tai tanssilattia varivaloineen.
Suosikkitanssimusiikkiani ovat ikoniset naisartistit.
Klubeilla ei juurt soi Kaija Saariaho, mutta kosteilla
tanssilattioilla juhlijoiden lanteita keinuttavat usein
toisten tyylilajien persoonassaan, tyylissaan ja
taiteessaan ikoniset naiset, kuten Madonna, Shakira,

Britney Spears tai Lady Gaga.

Don’t tell mama on toinen osa bileteosten sarjassa,
jossa jousiorkesterin hipoissa vierailee muita
instrumentteja. Avantin kesdkuussa 2022
kantaesittamassa ETKOT-teoksessa vierailivat huilu
ja fagotti, ja tissd teoksessa juhlavieraina

on lydmisoittimia, harppu ja celesta — ja tietenkin
Kaija. Tansstjalkaa vipatuttava Don’t tell mama on
syntynyt letkkaamalla paloiksi ja liimaamalla

kollaaseiksi materiaalina olleita pop-ikonien biiseja.

Kenties muualtakin tuttu nimi Don’t tell

mama juontaa juurensa Cabaret-musikaaliin. Sen
alkupuolella padhenkilo, kabaree-esiintyja Sally
Bowles esiintyy laulaen hedonismin tyyssijassa,
nuhjuisella Kit Kat Clubilla. Kaija Saariahon 70-
vuotisjuhlaan kirjoitettu Don’t tell mama on
kunnianosoitus ikonisille naisille ja kielletyista

huveista nautiskelulle.

dur. ca. 5,5’

composet’s note

For me, there isn’t a party without dancing, and my
tavourite music to dance to is by iconic female
artists. Kaija Saariaho isn’t often featured on the
dance floots of clubs, but instead, iconic women
trom other genres, such as Madonna, Kylie
Minogue, Britney Spears or Lady Gaga, will make
the hips of party goers go wild.

Don’t tell mama is the second part in a series of
party works, where certain instruments visit the
string orchestra’s festivities. In the first part,
ETKOT, which was premiered by Avanti! in June
2022, the guests of honour were a flute and a
bassoon. In Don’t tell mama, the invited guests are
percussions, harp and celesta — and of course,
Kaijal Material for Don’t tell mama was born by
cutting up songs from pop icons and gluing them

into collages.

The name Don’t tell mama, perhaps familiar from
elsewhere, dates back to the Cabaret-musical. In the
musical, the protagonist Sally Bowles performs the
song "Don’t tell mama” at the shabby nest of
hedonism, the Kit Kat Club. Written for Kaija
Saariaho's 70th anniversary, Don't tell mama is a

tribute to iconic women and forbidden enjoyment.
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Commissioned by Musiikkitalon Urut Soimaan ry for Avanti!

in honour of Kaija Saariaho's 7oth birthday
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*) Dynamic marking in quotes indicate the intensity of the action, rather than the volume it producesA
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